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Peer Editing Checklist 

 
For Grades K-3  

Writer’s Name: ___________________________________ Peer Editor’s Name: ________________________________   

Directions: Read your partner’s writing. Then read each question. Circle the smile if the answer is 
yes or the frown if the answer is no.  

Does each sentence begin with a capital letter?                             

Are all sentences complete sentences?       

Does each sentence end with a punctuation mark?     

Are the words spelled correctly?        

Is the handwriting neat and easy to read?       

Are all paragraphs indented?        

Are all proper nouns (names) capitalized?       

  

Checklist 

What to do: Review the checklist, guidelines, and expectations for use with students. Establish a 
culture where appropriate feedback is a gift to help us improve. (For younger students, an adult 
or older student may need to read the questions aloud for the peer editor.) 

Why it matters: Students need to learn to think critically to evaluate their own writing as well as 
the writing of others. Using a predetermined system helps students identify the necessary 
conventions required to achieve quality writing. 
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For Grades 4-12 

Writer’s Name: __________________________________ Peer Editor’s Name: ____________________________________  

Directions: As you edit your partner’s writing, use this list to guide what you look for. Mark your 
edits on your partner’s paper using a colored pen and the symbols in the list. Check the 
“Reviewed” column when you finish with each element, then move on to the next. 

Reviewed Symbol Description 

  inc. Incomplete or fragmented sentence 
  r-o Run-on sentence 
  ¶ Begin a new paragraph 
  ≡ Make this letter a capital letter (use three underlines) 
  / Make this letter a lowercase letter 
   Spelling error (add correct spelling to spelling list) 

   End punctuation is missing 
  → Indent 
 

← Left align 
  ˄ Insert missing word or punctuation 
  ˅ Insert missing apostrophe (’) or quotation marks (“ ”) 
  

 
Switch order of word or group of words 

  
 

Delete a word or group of words 

  
 

Join words together 

  WC Word choice 
  ? [ ] Section is confusing — clarify or reword 
  © Copyright — site the source 

 

This resource was developed in 2024 by the Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) 
National Technical Assistance Center (NTAC), funded under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education 
(Department) and administered by Synergy Enterprises, Inc. under Cooperative Agreement No. 287E230009 with the 
Department’s Office of Elementary and Secondary Education. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect 
the position or policy of the Department, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations 
imply endorsement by the Department or the federal government. This resource is in the public domain and is 
available at 21stcclcntac.org. Authorization to reproduce it in whole or in part is granted.  
 

 
 

sp 

. 

http://www.21stcclcntac.org/

	For Grades K-3
	For Grades 4-12

